
Phil 182-10: Mind and Meaning 
First Summer Session, 2014 

MTWR, 8:30 am - 10:30 am in ICC 217A 
Instructor: Benjamin Elzinga 

be72@georgetown.edu 
Office Hours: 
By appointment. 
 
Course Description:   
Human beings possess a curious mental capacity. My thought might be about a street in Paris, but a 
street isn't about anything. My belief might be about an iceberg, but an iceberg isn't about anything. 
Philosophers have long been concerned with this phenomenon of "aboutness" or "intentionality" (as 
philosophers call it) or "representation" (as psychologists call it). The psychologist Franz Brentano 
claimed intentionality as the "mark of the mental". Ever since then, philosophers have been grappling 
with the phenomenon of intentionality.  
 
A number of issues arise: (1) intentionality has a number of funny properties. For example, it seems my 
thought could also be about a fictional being like Santa Claus. But how can my thought be about 
something that doesn't exist? (2) Brentano claimed that intentionality separated the mental from the 
physical. Does it follow that intentionality cannot be understood scientifically or as a natural 
phenomena? (3) Do only human minds have intentionality? What about animal minds or robot minds? 
And how should we understand the apparent intentionality of spoken and written language, sign 
language, road signs, etc? Might there be different kinds of intentionality? (4) What determines the 
content of our thoughts, beliefs and desires? Are the contents of my mind determined fully by 
psychological laws pertaining to my mind considered in isolation or might they also be determined by 
facts about the world, like the fact that I am embedded and embodied in an environment, or perhaps by 
social facts, like the fact that I am embedded in a community of thinkers who use ideas to communicate 
and reason with one another?  
 
In this class, we will approach the question of what it is to have a mind by addressing questions like 
these. In order to do so, we will have to situate the problems of intentionality within the broader 
framework of the philosophy of mind. To that end we will first explore general issues in the philosophy 
of mind such as the mind/body problem, the problem of other minds, and the architecture of the mind. 
Thus the first half of the class will be devoted to the problems of "mind" and the second to the problems 
of "meaning" or intentionality.  
 
Course Goals: 
1) Students will gain a general familiarity with general issues in the philosophy of mind and deep 
familiarity with the problems of intentionality.  
2) Students will develop a set of analytic tools that will help them to find answers to hard theoretical 
questions, whether philosophical questions or questions that arise in their broader engagement with the 
world.  
 
Required Texts: 
Texts for the course will consist of philosophical articles or brief excerpts from larger philosophical 
works. All will be distributed via Blackboard. Students will not be required to purchase any additional 
materials for the course.  



 
Course Requirements: 
 
Your course grade will consist of three short papers (max = one page, single-spaced, 11 point Arial font), 
a slightly longer final paper (max = 2½ pages, single-spaced, 11 point Arial font), and participation 
including daily reflection assignments: 
 
1) Three short papers (15% / 15% / 15%): 
 
Over the course of the semester, you will have four chances to write a short expository paper. You must 
choose to write three out of the four options. Each assignment will require you to explicate an argument 
that is developed by one (or more) of the philosophers whose work we will examine. In these papers, 
your goal is to present the author(s) argument in a manner that is as accurate, clear, and concise as 
possible.  
 
 
2) Final paper (25%): 
 
Your final paper will be a revision and extension of one of your three short papers. In this paper, your 
task will be to begin to do some philosophy. This will require: 1) explaining an argument that is 
developed by one (or more) of the philosophers whose work we have examined; 2) offering the most 
plausible objection that you can to this argument; and 3) explaining how the philosopher in question 
would respond to your argument. 
 
3) Participation (30%): 
 
The material that we are going to cover in this class is difficult and likely to be unfamiliar. Thus, careful 
attention to each text will be expected and required. There will always be some opportunity for you to 
ask pressing and important questions. 
 
Half of your participation grade will be determined by daily reflection assignments, which will be used as 
a springboard for discussion in class. These will be graded pass/fail. The remaining half of the grade will 
be determined by your active participation in class.  
 
 Late Work and Extensions: 
 
Late papers will automatically be penalized 1/3 of a grade (A- to a B+, B+ to a B, etc) for each day that 
they are late. Extensions may be possible if requested before the due date. 
 
Grading: 
 
These are the general criteria I use for assigning specific grades on written work. What matters most is 
not the content of your ideas, but the expression of them.   
 

A: original ideas very clearly expressed and organized; full grasp of the material and its 
implications; especially insightful reflection on the relevant texts  
B: reasonably original ideas clearly expressed and organized; good grasp of the material and its 
implications; good reflection on the relevant texts  



C: adequate expression and organization of ideas; adequate grasp of the material and its 
implications; adequate reflection on texts  
D: inadequate expression and organization of ideas; inadequate grasp of the material and its 
implications; inadequate reflection on texts  
F: mostly for serious sins of omission, like turning in only part of an assignment 

 
Academic Integrity  
 
This course will be conducted under the strictest standards of academic integrity. Plagiarism or other 
forms of dishonesty are contradictory to the goals of this class and hence, will not be tolerated. Cases of 
suspected academic dishonesty will be referred to the Honor Council for investigation, and I reserve the 
right to fail a student for the entire course in the case of demonstrated violation. Please see The 
Undergraduate Bulletin or, for more information, visit the university’s Honor System website at 
http://www.georgetown.edu/honor. The website has useful guidelines about what constitutes 
plagiarism and how to cite properly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Schedule: 
(subject to change) 

 

 Part 1: Mind 
 
Section 1: Dualism and Behaviorism  
 
M, June 2:  Introduction. Topics and problems in the philosophy of mind. 
T, June 3:  Descartes, Selections from Meditations.  
W, June 4:  Watson, “Psychology as the Behaviorist views it”; Churchland, "Philosophical   
  Behaviorism".  
R, June 5:  Turing “Computing machinery and Intelligence”; Descartes, Letter to Cavendish  
 
Section 2: Functionalism and Interpretivism  
 
M, June 9:  Smart, "Sensations and Brain Processes; Armstrong, "The Nature of the Mind".  
T, June 10:  Block, "What is Functionalism?" 
W, June 11:  Searle, “Minds, brains, and programs”; Churchland & Churchland “The Rediscovery of  
  Light” 
R, June 12:  Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth” and “Knowing how and knowing that” 
M, June 16:  Dennett, “True believers” 
T, June 17:  Dennett, “Three kinds of intentional psychology” 
 
 
 Part 2: Meaning 
 
Section 1: Background issues of  intentionality 
 
W, June 18:  Searle, selections from Mind: A Brief Introduction; Dennett & Haugeland,   
  "Intentionality".  
R, June19:  Chisholm selections from Perceiving: A Philosophical Study; Quine, "On what there is" 
M, June 23:  Burge, selections from "Individualism and the Mental"; Putnam, selections 
T, June24:  Dretske, "Misrepresentation". 
 
 
Section 2: From mind to content 
 
W, June 25:  Fodor, “Why there still has to be a language of thought”. 
R, June 26:  Camp, “A Language of baboon thought”. 
M, June 30:  Churchland & Churchland, “Stalking the wild epistemic engine”. 
T, July 1:  Neander, “Misrepresenting and malfunctioning”. 
W, July 2:  Millikan, “Biosemantics”. 
R, July 3:  Haugeland, “Authentic intentionality”. 
 
 


